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“Event Report : Debate on Euthanasia”
Organised by the Department of Forensic Medicine and Toxicology
Date: 29th January 2026
The Department of Forensic Medicine and Toxicology organised an intellectually engaging and thought-provoking debate on the topic “Euthanasia” on 29th January 2026. The event was conducted under the esteemed leadership of our respected Professor of Forensic Medicine and Toxicology, Dr B. Lakshmi Prasanna Ma’am, whose enthusiasm and academic vision greatly contributed to the successful organisation of the program.
The debate served as a platform to explore one of the most ethically sensitive and legally complex issues in contemporary medicine. It aimed to promote critical thinking, ethical awareness, and constructive dialogue among students regarding the moral, legal, and humanitarian dimensions of euthanasia.
Structure of the Debate
The debate featured two teams — a Proponent Team (in favour of euthanasia) and an Opponent Team (against euthanasia). The session was moderated by Mr G. V. Siddhartha, who ensured that the discussion was systematic, respectful, and academically enriching. His moderation maintained discipline, clarity, and equal opportunity for both teams to present their arguments effectively.
All the participants of both teams were Third Year MBBS students, and they demonstrated remarkable depth of understanding, confidence, and clarity in articulating their viewpoints.
Proponent Team (In Favour of Euthanasia):
· Lalitha M
· Dharshan V A
· P. Akshith Reddy
· Neeharika Muralikrishna
· Vanshita Kagdelwar
Opponent Team (Against Euthanasia):
· Daniya Ahmed
· Omer Mahetab
· Ifra Fatima
· Deeptanshu
· Faiz Shah
The debate proceeded through structured rounds, including opening statements, rebuttals, and concluding remarks. Each participant presented well-researched arguments supported by ethical principles, medico-legal aspects, and real-life perspectives.
Highlights of the Debate
The Proponent Team emphasised patient autonomy, dignity in death, and the ethical principle of beneficence. They argued that in cases of terminal illness accompanied by unbearable suffering, euthanasia may be considered an act of compassion, provided strict legal safeguards are followed.
In contrast, the Opponent Team defended the sanctity of life and raised concerns about moral boundaries in medical practice. They highlighted the Hippocratic Oath, potential misuse, and the slippery slope argument. The team also stressed the importance of strengthening palliative care as a humane and ethical alternative.
The rebuttal rounds were particularly dynamic, showcasing analytical reasoning, logical counterarguments, and confident public speaking. The atmosphere was vibrant and filled with enthusiasm. The eagerness to learn and engage in meaningful discussion was clearly evident among both participants and the audience.
Our respected Professor, Dr B. Lakshmi Prasanna Ma’am, shared her insights on euthanasia at the conclusion of the debate. Her concluding address added immense value to the event. She elaborated on the ethical and legal framework surrounding euthanasia, emphasising the responsibility of future doctors to approach such sensitive issues with compassion, rational thinking, and moral clarity.
Her thoughtful reflections provided a balanced perspective and helped synthesise the arguments presented by both teams. Her enthusiasm for organising such academic forums reflects her commitment to nurturing ethically responsible and intellectually competent medical professionals.
Academic Significance and Outcome
The debate was not merely a competition but a powerful academic exercise that encouraged students to think beyond theoretical knowledge. It enhanced critical thinking skills, improved public speaking abilities, and strengthened confidence in expressing evidence-based opinions.
The event significantly increased awareness about medico-legal issues and reinforced the importance of ethical decision-making in clinical practice. It also fostered teamwork, respectful disagreement, and intellectual maturity among the participants.
Overall, the Euthanasia Debate held on 29th January 2026 was a resounding success. It was an enriching experience filled with enthusiasm, academic vigour, and a genuine eagerness to explore complex ethical dilemmas. The initiative taken by the Department of Forensic Medicine and Toxicology, under the inspiring leadership of Dr B. Lakshmi Prasanna Ma’am, stands as a commendable effort in promoting scholarly engagement and ethical reflection among Third Year MBBS students. 
At the conclusion of the session, appreciation was extended to all the participants for their commendable efforts and enthusiastic involvement. In recognition of their active participation and academic contribution, e-certificates were issued to all the participants following the event. This gesture served as encouragement and acknowledgement of their dedication, preparation, and spirited engagement in the debate.
The event will undoubtedly remain a memorable and impactful learning experience for all who participated and attended.
Compiled by 
Ms. Neeharika Muralikrishna
Third year MBBS student 
Neelima Institute of Medical Sciences, Hyderabad
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